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In Attachment ‘A’ we discussed these concepts from the point of view of the architecture of the Global EHCR. Here, we discuss Ownership and Access to the Standard itself.  

In order to be implemented, at some point the Standard will manifest in Hardware and Real Time.  Various companies worldwide are developing or have developed ‘kernels’, that is actual software programs that perform the kind of interoperability that the Standard is designed to achieve.  The purpose of the ISO TC/215 effort is to identify and disseminate a Standard that is independent of any particular Provider. The urgency in the task is perceived to be because otherwise a ‘defacto’ standard will otherwise almost certainly arrive which has not been subjected debate and consensus.

The question of ‘third world access’ and access by poorly resources providers was inadequately addressed in the proceedings and the Minutes of the Sydney meeting. Access to the global EHCR should be a right for all suitably credentialled people, and the Standard itself should not be ‘owned’, unless by an accredited international body such as ISO or the UN.

We believe that these logical implications of the ISO TC/215 process should be discussed at this time, along with their design implications for an ‘implementable’ standard.

The model we have proposed for ownership and access rights sees the concepts of rights, obligations, security processes and access rules as being interdependent, and assigned during ‘attestation’. We see this as one of the core or ‘kernel’ processes of the EHCR.  Many companies throughout the world are currently trying to design such a ‘kernel’ which performs interoperability between compliant systems. 

Perhaps a process as fundamental as this is better pitched at the level of an ‘operating system’. There are examples available in the world of shareware operating systems that are not owned, yet are stable and universally accessible.

It would solve many of the problems in this area of ISO developed and looked after such a kernel ‘operating system’ for the global EMR, and these views on Ownership and Access rights are offered as a tentative blueprint for such a Kernel.
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